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Characters:

Hedda...............uoeeniiinincinineennes mezzo-Soprano
TTRCA ..o e e e e eae e e e e e Soprano
TESINIAL..........oeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Baritone
2 7 (=5 o AR Baritone

BIACK ... oot ee e e reee s aee e s rea e e Bass



Instrumentation

-Flute (doubling piccolo)

-Bb Clarinet (doubling Bass clarinet)
-Trombone

-Percussion

-Piano

-Violin

-Violoncello

Percussion set

-Marimba

-Vibraphone

-Glockenspiel

-Drum set (14" hi-hat, 24" hi-hat, 22" or 24" bass drum, three toms, two snhare drums-one
medium and one very large, two ride cymbals, one crash cymbal, one china crash)

-Two suspended cymbals, placed behind Vibraphone and Marimba

-Triangle

-One high crotale

-Two wood blocks

-Two bongos

-Two congas

-Tamburine

-Flexatone

-Vibraslap

-Mark tree

-Tam tam

-Grand cassa (large and soft/hard mallets)

-Shaker

-Castaniets

-One bow (for cymbal-marimba bowing)

*Drum mallets: Ordinary, brush, soft wool mallets (for suspended cymbal)



Synopsis

Hedda, the famous daughter of General Gabler, married George Tesman out of desperation,
but she found life with him to be dull and tedious. During their wedding trip, her husband
spent most of his time in libraries doing research in history for a book that is soon to be
published. He is hoping to receive a position in the university.

An old friend of Hedda's comes to visit her and tells her of Eilert Lévborg, an old friend of both
women. Eilert Lovborg has also written a book on history that is highly respected. In the past,
however, he has lived a life of degeneration. Now he has quit drinking and has devoted himself

to serious work. His new book has all the imagination and spirit that is missing in George Tesman's
book. Hedda's friend, Thea Elvsted, tells how she has helped Eilert stop drinking and begin

constructive work.

Later at a visit, Lovborg is offered a drink. He refuses and Hedda, jealous over the influence

that Thea has on Lovborg, tempts him into taking a drink. He then goes to a party where he loses
his manuscript. When George Tesman returns home with Lévborg's manuscript, Hedda burns it
because she is jealous of it. Later, Lévborg comes to her and confesses how he has failed in his
life. Hedda talks him into committing suicide by shooting himself in the temple. Lovborg dies

of a wound in the groin. George then begins to reconstruct Lévborg's manuscript with the help
of notes provided by Thea Elvsted. Suddenly, Hedda leaves the room, takes her pistols,

and commits suicide.
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(Then she takes out the text, draws a few of the sheets half out, and looks at them)
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(Next she goes over and seats herself beside the stove, with the packet in her lap.)
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[Hedda's "Burning" Aria
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Evening, the curtains are drawn close.
HEDDA, dressed in black, walks to and
fro in the dark room. Then she goes into
the back room and is heard to strike a
few chords on the piano. She comes in

Libretto by Erie Kyrgia sight again, goes up to the glass door,
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lifts the curtain a little aside, and looks
out into the darkness.
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